
 

 

We are pleased to announce the selection of the inaugural 
da Vinci Circle scholar. Garland Speight, a junior majoring 
in mechanical  
engineering, was  
selected to be the 
2008 da Vinci 
Scholar.  Garland is a 
top student in the 
college and a member 
of the Naval Reserve 
Officer Training 
Corps at UA.   
 
Garland has  
received numerous 
awards including UA 
NROTC  Volunteer 
of the Semester, Spring 2008, and the Deanõs List with Dis-
tinction in 2007-08. 
 
Due to the outstanding quality of the da Vinci Scholar  
finalists, two students were also selected to receive  
honorable mentions including a small scholarship award;  
Alicia Forrester, a junior in civil engineering and Sunglin 
Wang, a sophomore in optical sciences and engineering  
were also recognized for the 2008-09 academic year.   

2008 da Vinci Circle Scholar 

2008 da Vinci Scholar, Garland Speight, outside the Aero-
space & Mechanical Engineering building 

Steward  
Observatory  
Mirror Lab Tour:   
This spring we will 
take da Vinci Circle 
members on a tour 
of the world-  
renowned Steward 
Observatory Mirror 
Lab.  We hope you 
will be able to join 
us for this  
behind-the-scenes 
look at the optical  
technology and  
revolutionary  
spin-casting processes that are involved in making giant  
telescope mirrors. 

 Upcoming Events 

Steward Observatory Mirror Lab 

News and Highlights for Supporters of The  
University of Arizona College of Engineering 

 

Published twice a year, the da Vinci Circle newsletter is a way to keep members informed of events and  
activities and to illustrate how your support makes a difference.   If you would like more information about any of 
the events or programs mentioned here, please contact Marcie Fritz-Reichenbacher, Associate Director of   
Development for the College of Engineering at (520) 626-0572 or email at mlfritz@email.arizona.edu. 
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Professor Bane Vasic, Department of Electrical &  
Computer Engineering, has been named the 2008 da Vinci 
Circle Fellow.  Professor Vasic is the sixth faculty member 
to be named the da Vinci Fellow in recognition of his  
outstanding  
academic,  
research and  
service  
achievements. 
 
Professor  
Vasic has been 
a professor and 
researcher at 
UA since 2000.  
He is an  
international 
leader in error 
detection and 
self-correcting codes.  
 
We are pleased to recognize Dr. Vasicõs many achievements 
and commitment to the College of Engineering. 
 
 

 2008 da Vinci Circle Fellow 

2008 da Vinci Circle Fellow, Professor Bane Vasic 

The College of Engineering is 
pleased to announce the  
appointment of Jeff Goldberg as 
Interim Dean for the College of 
Engineering.  Dr. Goldberg  
replaces Tom Peterson, who 
served as Dean from 1998-2008, 
and now heads the Engineering 
Directorate at the National  
Science Foundation.   
 
Dr. Goldberg has been with the 
College since 1985, most  
recently serving as the  
Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs.  He is a founding  
member of the da Vinci Circle.  
We look forward to introducing Dr. Goldberg to our da 
Vinci Circle members at upcoming events. 

College News 

Jeff Goldberg, Interim Dean for the 
College of Engineering 



KOLD News 13 
Behind-the-scenes Tour 

This past September, da Vinci Circle members and guests 

of the College took a behind-the-scenes tour of KOLD 

News 13, hosted by  Chuck George, Chief Meteorologist 

and da Vinci Circle member.   

 

The event included a tour of the weather center, news 

center, sales and advertising department and control room.  

Guests also got to watch a live broadcast of KOLD News 13 

at 5:00 and participate in a demonstration of the 

chromakey (blue screen pictured in top photo).   

 

The tour also included a brief presentation on the òbig 

switchó to DTV (digital television) by the KOLD News 13 

Chief Engineer, Steve Somerville, and information on how 

advertising  and media is handled by Talia Jones, Sales 

Coordinator.   

 

 

Chuck George explains how the chromakey works when he is doing his 
weather forecast.  He is actually pointing at the blue screen and using a 

monitor to view the maps he is pointing at.  
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DTV (Digital TV). 
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Net Zero Energy Home 

Imagine receiving an electric bill for only a few dollars a 

month!  da Vinci Circle members and guests got to learn 

first-hand from award winning builder and da Vinci Circle 

member, John Wesley Miller, how the Net Zero Energy 

home produces as much energy as it consumes. 

John Wesley 

Miller and his 

daughter, 

Katharine Kent, 

president of the 

Solar Store and 

da Vinci Circle 

member, spoke 

to guests about 

the energy efficient technologies used in the home and in 

the Armory Park del Sol  community this August. 

 

The event included a tour of 

the Net Zero Energy home, a 

walking tour of the Armory 

Park del Sol community and a 

sneak peek at a home under 

construction.   

 

                                  

John Wesley Miller talks to guests about his background and the Net 
Zero Energy home. 
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