
Dr. Supapan Seraphin named as 
2008 da Vinci Circle Fellow 

Dr. Supapan Seraphin, of 

the Materials Science &  

Engineering (MSE)      

department, has been 

named the 2007 da Vinci 

Circle Fellow by the da 

Vinci Fellows selection 

committee.  Dr. Seraphin 

is the Director of the    

electron microscopy and x

-ray facility in the MSE  

department and is  

recognized not only for her 

research and instruction, 

but also for her dedication to students as a mentor and 

guide.  Each summer, Dr. Seraphin leads a group of          

students and teachers on a trip to King Mongkutõs         

University of Technology in Thailand where the students 

work on a research/summer study program.  She also      

organizes a weekly Thai-food lunch for undergraduate   

students and spends a great deal of time reaching out to 

middle school students in an effort to encourage them to 

work towards studies in math and  science. 
 

Dr. Seraphin plans to use her fellowship money to help 

support her graduate studentsõ research efforts. 
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Published twice a year, the da Vinci Circle newsletter is a way to keep members informed of upcoming events 
and activities and to illustrate how your support makes a difference.   If you would like more information 
about any of the events mentioned here, please contact the development department at (520) 621-8051. 
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In October, 

members of  the 

da Vinci Circle 

as well as    

members of the 

Magellan Circle 

(the College of 

Social &         

Behavioral      

Scienceõs giving 

circle) took an 

excursion to 

beautiful     

Canyon de 

Chelly in northeastern Arizona.  The trip was organized 

by the Dons of Arizona, a non-profit group that plans and 

promotes trips of discovery throughout Arizona.  During 

the excursion, more 

than 20 supporters 

of the UA enjoyed 

breathtaking sites 

and learned a great 

deal about the    

Navajo and Hopi 

tribes that populate 

much of the area. 

From left to right: da Vinci Circle members Ernest 

and Sally Micek, Gary & Barbara Cropper, and 

Shannon Peterson & College of Engineering Dean, 

Tom Peterson 

da Vinci Circle excursion to  
Canyon de Chelly a big success 

About the da Vinci Circle Fellowship 

The da Vinci Circle Fellows, established in 2004, is an  

honorary program designed to recognize faculty who have 

made outstanding contributions to their department,     

college, and profession.  Each year, a fellowship will be 

awarded to a faculty member who has a distinguished and 

sustained record in the area of teaching, research, and    

service to their department.  The da Vinci Circle Fellow 

awards are considered one of the premier honors bestowed 

upon professors in the College of Engineering. 



Based on  

feedback from 

our da Vinci   

Circle members, 

the da Vinci    

Circle website 

has undergone 

some changes.  

Most significantly, 

2 new pages have 

been added to the 

websiteð one for 

da Vinci Circle 

events and        

another which 

lists da Vinci  

Circle membership. 
 

The Events page of the website lists all upcoming events for 

da Vinci Circle members as well as some College of           

Engineering events which are open to anyone interested in 

learning more 

about the College. 
 

The Membership 

page is a listing of 

all current da Vinci 

Circle members (as 

of August 21, 2007) 

and will be         

updated on a   

regular basis to 

reflect the growing  

number of Circle 

members. 
 

We hope you     

enjoy these         

additions to the 

website and we would love to hear your feedback if there is 

anything you think would help further enhance the website. 
 

To see the new and improved da Vinci Circle website, visit: 

http://www.engr.arizona.edu/davinci/index.html  

Having just wrapped up our 

2007 da Vinci Circle events 

and excursions, we are now 

looking forward to 2008 and 

a year packed with          

wonderful opportunities to 

learn more about the many 

ways in which engineering is  

enriching our lives. 
 

In January, we will host a tour of the Stevie Eller Dance 

Theatre.  Opened in 2003, the Eller Dance Theatre boasts a 

300-seat theatre with orchestra pit; full fly tower; control 

suite; indoor/outdoor lobby and catwalks; an outdoor stage; 

and a scene and costume shop.  Another of the innovative 

design features is the studio on the second floor which is a 

glass box that functions as a display window to the UA 

Mall. The glass is protected from the elements by a scrim of 

woven wire rusted fabric. 
 

In March, we will host the 4th Annual da Vinci Circle    

Dinner and we are also planning a tour of the Steward     

Observatory Mirror Lab to witness an 

actual glass melting .  Started in 1980, 

the Mirror Lab creates giant,        

lightweight mirrors of unprecedented 

power for a new generation of optical 

and infrared telescopes. 
 

More information on these and many 

other events will be available soon.  

We hope you will be able to join us as 

we discover new worlds of wonder. 
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